Seals played an important role in ancient Egypt. They were not only used as administrative securing devices for the state bureaucracy, private individual, documents, containers, places, but also as amulets during daily life and in the netherworld. There are some features confirmed the sacredness of seals such as:
Introduction:
Seals, these small objects incomparable with great temples, bluff pyramid, huge statues, and the invaluable charming jewelry in ancient Egyptian civilization, however, these small objects are not less important than these all great objects.
In the Ancient Egyptian documents, the seals were called:
Generally, the shapes of seals may be divided into the following groups:
3 1-Cylindrical shape seals 4 , the earliest type of seal commonly used in Egypt from Pre-Dynastic Period 5 , by the first Intermediate period, cylinders seem to be treated more as a type of amulet rather than as a working symbol or badge of rank.
2-Flat base seals, this group contains , hemi-cylinder and cone shaped seals, button shaped seals, scarab shaped seals 6 , plaques and other miscellaneous forms and signet rings. 7 Sealing is the impression made by impact of hard engraved surface on a softer material, such as clay. The materials for seals are widely available, 8 for example they were made of wood, bone, clay, or stone 9 , (e.g. limestone, steatite ….etc.) or easy to produce faience. 10 Practically ancient Egyptians used seals to stamp scripts onto a papyrus scroll or clay tablet, and they allowed them to quickly write the information needed over and over again without having to handwriting each hieroglyphic signs.
11
The original use of the seals was for securing workshops and store-rooms of food from dishonest servant.
12 They were used in tombs, palaces, houses, and temples, in addition, they were used on jars, 13 and pots containing food such as honey or wine with might spoil if they were left open. 14 The primary purpose was to reveal any unauthorized tampering with the contents of the letters, pottery vessels, baskets, boxes, sacks, storerooms, or tombs that had been sealed. 15 Ownership of documents, jars and others commodities was indicated by means of clay seals, also papyrus rolls were folded and thread which was fastened with a clay seal.
like funerary furniture considered one of the most important historical resources. 18 Beside its principal practical use, symbolically the Sacredness character of seals is supposed and it is easily proved by their archaeological contexts. Overwhelming associated with female and child burials, Seals were often worn on necklaces or rings and thus functioned as jewelry or amulets, they are usually found at the neck, either alone or at the center of a bead necklace; a number were found clasped in the hand or on a string around one finger, a few others among toilet articles usually in a small toilet box.
19
The seal amulets appear in circular, oval and rectangular shapes , they are made of glazed and unglazed steatite, limestone, faience, pottery, bone, ivory and crystal rock; a number of these seals have small ring-shanks on the back, images on it are carved in several types such as: decorative patterns , individual element as hieroglyphic signs, 20 and the most popular seal amulet "scarab beetle ",Which was fashioned by its magical powers in to amulet, jewelry, and seals.
26
Wearing amulets protect the body either in the form of a god, or a seal with a royal name, the meaning of seals, amulets, and votive objects is frequently explained with reference to texts and imagery.
27 26 The Egyptians regarded the scarab as a symbol of renewal and rebirth. The beetle was associated closely with the sun god because scarabs roll large balls of dung in which to lay their eggs, Its young were hatched from this ball, a behavior that the Egyptians thought resembled the progression of the sun through the sky from east to west., and this event was seen as an act of spontaneous self-creation, giving the beetle an even stronger association with the sun god's creative force. The scarab pushing its ball was an earthly manifestation of the sun god Re as young sun god, known as Khepri, "the god of creation", he brought light and life to the earth. Probably using seals as amulets appeared as a result to some beliefs according to ancient Egyptian religion, such as: 1-The ancient Egyptians believed that each human consisted of essential entities, xt, kA, bA, Ax, Swt ,ib and rn, and to enjoy the afterlife, some of these elements had to be sustained and protected from harm 28 . One of these elements was "rn "which means "Name and reputation ", it was closely bound up with magic 29 , it was believed that knowledge of somebody's name gave one insight into his being and power over him; 30 and the erasing of the name was considered to be equivalent to the destruction, so the deceased was believed to be immortal, and the greatest horror was to have one's name destroyed , and he would live for as long as his name was spoken, which explains why efforts were made to protect it.
Consequently it could be suggested that the main reason of using the seals as amulets depended on bearing one of the essential elements of the person "the name ", which were responsible for securing the person ' s afterlife .
There are some texts confirmed the important role of the name in ancient Egyptians beliefs , such as a part of some inscriptions from the tomb of Petosiris ,the high Priest of Thoth in Hermopolis, which said: "A man is survived when his name is pronounced". 31 2-The seals were buried with the deceased among other materials and tools which were used in magical practices 32 , in order to ensure his resurrection in the netherworld. 3-Some seals bore the names of gods which means-according to the Egyptians beliefs-that the knowledge of how to use and to make mention of names which possessed magical powers was a necessity both for the living and the dead. It was believed that if a man knew the name of a god or a demon, and addressed him by it, he was bound to answer him and to do whatever he wished.
So, it could be suggested that seals gained its sacredness character mainly through the power of the illustrated Images and the inscribed names and other material on it, the power that remained effective as long as they physical existed. Referring to a later papyrus, demonstrates that seals and amulets were used in conjunction with medical treatment and spells for the protection especially of the mother and child, fertility, birth and child-care 34 ; so the majority of them-as mentioned previously-were found in burials of women and children, who wore seals since late Old Kingdom in conjunction with amulets and beads strung on necklaces, whereas men wore them no earlier than the beginning of the Middle Kingdom.
35 Concludes the seals in burials of women and children were understood to function as part of amulets as opposed to administrative devices when found in male burials. 36 Seals and amulets were worn on the body during lifetime and populated the dead body in the burial for protection. There are some texts confirmed the sacredness character of seals as devices of protection, for instance a hymn that describes the creator god Amon-Re in the role of a magician states that "Anything harmful is under his seal". The harmful forces would be unable to pass this symbol of divine authority and images of hostile forces might be placed in sealed boxes to restrain them. One of the rites performed in temples was known as The Book of Sealing the Mouths of the Enemy. Some anti-venom spells promise to seal the mouths of poisonous snakes. Sometimes it might be desirable to ''seal'' the magician or a patient to prevent harmful forces from entering them. Symbolic sealing of the seven natural orifices of the body is mentioned in texts of the late first millennium BC. The gesture of laying a hand on the patient is sometimes linked with sealing. One spell to safeguard a child promises ''My hand is on you, my seal is your protection''.
38
•The crime of breaking the seal:
In the papyrus of Imhotep son of Pshentohe from the Ptolemaic Period mentioned that the breaking of the seal regarded as a misdeed as which the god of evil Seth had done, that among his many misdeeds he was accused of breaking the seal, so the texts said that breaking the seal was a crime caused the punishment by the god Re and destroying the bA ,without which the person could not get resurrection in the after world, 39 as follows:
"you have opened the secret chest (coffin) which is in Heliopolis in order to see what was in it ,(although) it had been sealed with the seal of seventy-seven deities …Re smites (you on) your head ,he will destroy your bA". Consequently the deceased had to keep seals from damage in order to secure his bA, by which he would secure his resurrection in the after world.
•The seal and sacredness of the place:
It could be suggested that a sealed place had its sacredness as a result that breaking the seal was regarded as a crime which caused the punishment of the god and destroying the bA in the afterlife. There is a text from the victory stela of king Piye from the temple of Amon at Napata (Cairo JE48862, 47086-47089) 41 cleared that sealing any place with a seal donate this place a specific sanctity and a special sacredness, as after sealing any place no one can enter it even kings themselves as the king Piye said when he visited sanctuaries of Heliopolis: 
n.i xtm n aq . n ky r.s m nsw nb aHa.t (y). f(y).
"Breaking the (seal of) the bolts , opening the double doors , beholding his father Re in the holy compound -of -pyramidion , the morning bark of Re and the evening bark of Atum closing the double doors , applying the clay, and sealing with the king's own seal .He charged the priests: I have proved(examined) the seal; No other shall enter in to it, of all the kings who shall arise". Due to the importance of the seals there were some titles attached to both royal and divine seals such as:" sDAwty-bity" and" xtm-bity ","The seal bearer "it was one of the most common convental title ,For more about the title see:S. •The sacredness of the process of sealing:
The demotic Insinger papyrus 45 makes an admonition from speaking during the process of sealing, which refers to the holiness of the process of sealing alike other religious rites. The writer of papyrus mentioned that instruction: "Don't cheat at the time of sealing ".
46
The relationship between the seals and the god Thoth There are many texts confirmed the relationship between seals and the god Thoth such as:
• According to Spell 8 from book of the dead 47 the god Thoth was not only responsible to seals during daily life but also in the netherworld, and he was responsible to seal the deceased' head as follows:
wn n.i wnyw xtm tp.i +hwty iqr
Open to me (O), Shmounein 48 , seal my head, O, the great Thoth.
Sealing the head of the deceased probably refers symbolically that the god Thoth put all his knowledge of writings, magic and secrets in it, the knowledge by which the closed doors of netherworld would be opened to the deceased, and also helped him in accessing its hazards. There are many texts Consolidate this assumption , for instance some spells from book of the dead which confirmed that the god Thoth had all knowledge , writings , magic and secrets, and he can hide them from all people.
49
• A part of papyrus Setne I,12-14 mentioned that the deceased would charm the netherworld when he recite a spell which Thoth wrote with his own hand, as follows: "I will have you taken to the place where that Thoth wrote with his own hand…..two spells are written in it. When you recite the first spell, you will ] charm the sky, the earth, the netherworld'. "Thoth has said to me "I seal the decree which is given to you".
•According to Spell 657 of coffin text 52 the house of Thoth is the place where letters was sealed in as follows: The letter goes out from the house of Re, having been sealed in the house of Thoth, and I have called to mind all the magic which is in this my belly".
Probably the relationship between the god Thoth and the seals came from both the relationship between the seals and writing, and the close relationship between the god Thoth and magic, writing, and all its affections, including seals , as he was the god of writing, the creator of language, and the inventor of hieroglyphic writing , 53 so he was the patron deity of scribes 54 , and he was described in many texts as the skilled scribe such as:
'Ink +hwty sS-iqr 55 ."
"I am Thoth the skilled scribe".
Thoth was illustrated holding the script'tools, 56 and he was regarded as the sealer of medical texts in late periods. D. Kurth, " Thot", LӒ VI, Boylon, op. cit, p.124; J. Assmann, The Search for God in Ancient Egypt, G. Pinch, Magic in Ancient Egypt, p. 61ff. 55 Chapter 182 from book of the dead, see BD, III, 101 ; R. O. Faulkner. The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead, p.181. 56 L. Spence, Myths and Legends of Ancient Egypt, p.106. 57 Wb, III, 351, [18] [19] [20] [21] According to Clement of Alexandria, the Egyptians had fortytwo secret books of wisdom, written by Hermes (Thoth), which were kept in temples, and included collections of laws, hymns and rituals, books about the gods and the training of priests, and works on astrology, cosmology, geography and medicine.
58
According to Egyptian mythology Thoth apparently wrote a lot, and all his writings were put into a book called 'the Book of Thoth'. It apparently had a great sum of secrets of the universe in it, apparently if you read it you would get awesome magical powers, but you would also be troubled by a life filled with disaster.
Beside the texts which confirmed the relationship between seals and the god Thoth, there are many seals and impressions of seals engraved either with the symbols of the god Thoth such as a small plaque with two monkeys on its back Egyptian Museum 59 or with the name of the god Thoth , especially some clay seals from Tuna al-Gebel necropolis which accumulate between the sacred relationship between the god Thoth and seals , and the god Thoth 's function as the main god at ''Hermopolis Magna'' Tuna al-Gebel.
I expose hereunder -for example-three congruent black oval base clay seals 60 which were excavated during the regular excavations of Cairo University under the directorship of S.Gabra in the Tuna al-Gebel necropolis. 
61
Tuna el Gabel necropolis at Mallawi center about seven km from El-Ashmunein, it was the capital of the fifteenth district, which was known Wnt ''The rabbit district'', and it was known ''Hermopolis'' in Greek. Also it was known #mnw , which means the eights district ‫؛‬ this name was related to the creation myth of El-Ashmunein which concept that eight gods which structured as four males and females couples personified 
68
-The god Thoth is described here "+Hwty aA aA nb #mnw", "Thoth, the twice great, lord of Hermopolis", the most popular epithet of the god Thoth in Hermopolis, while his famous epithets were the lord of the Ogdoad, and "the great triple", and the great five-times.
69
In sum, seals played an important role in ancient Egypt. They were not only used as administrative securing devices for the state bureaucracy, private individual, documents, containers, places, but also they had a sacredness character which is confirmed by using them as protective amulets during daily life and in the netherworld, the relationship between seals and sacredness of places, and the sacredness of the process of sealing itself.
Additionally there are some texts confirmed the relationship between seals and the god Thoth, the relationship through which it could be suggested that as Thoth was the god of wisdom, magic, and writing , he also the god who was responsible for seals and sealing in ancient Egyptian religion. 
